
 
 

Reformed Congregations  

of New Zealand 

   in Carterton 
 
Pastor: A.T. Vergunst      Clerk: A. Watson     Website: 
atvergunst@outlook.com    clerk@rcnz.org                www.rcnz.org  
027 920 1327 

 
Bulletin Sunday 31 May 2026 

A warm welcome to our time of worship! 
 

"The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee, and give thee peace."  
Numbers 6:26 

 
When we offend a person, his face is not toward us as at other times. It was so 
with Laban towards Jacob; and if we have in any way incurred a friend's or 
superior's displeasure, we watch instinctively his countenance. Is it down or up? 
Does it wear a frown or a smile? Is it looking upon us with the eye of affection, 
or are the eyes averted? We can tell in a moment if we know the countenance. 
Thus is the blessing asked, "The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee," as a 
kind and affectionate parent upon an obedient child, as a fond husband upon 
a loving, devoted wife; for such is God to His children—Father and Husband. 
And do we not, as children, often provoke Him to look upon us with frowning 
brow, or rather, not to look upon us at all, to "hide His face," as we read, "that 
we cannot see Him?" The prayer then is, "The Lord lift up His countenance 
upon thee," with a smile upon it; free, open, forgiving, merciful, and mild, that 
you may advance to Him. 
 When a disobedient child comes home and sees its father's face not towards 
it as before, it shrinks away; there is no pressing forward to get upon the knee, 
no throwing the little arms round the neck and snatching a kiss, but a shrinking 
away through guilt and shame. So it is in the things of God. When conscience 
tells us how in this and that instance we have disobeyed, been inconsistent, 
transgressed, and done amiss, when we go into God's presence there is a 
hanging back, a shrinking away, through fear of an ill reception. 
But oh, the change in the child when the frown disappears and the smile 
comes; when the little one is taken once more into the arms and the tears are 
kissed away! How much more so in the things of God when He kisses away the 
tears of the disobedient child, as in the case of the returning prodigal! There 
are no kisses like those kisses of forgiveness, of mercy, and of restoring grace.  
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"And give thee peace." Oh, what a blessing! As Deer says, "I'll lay me down 
and sweetly sleep, for I have peace with God." It is this that makes the pillow 
easy in life and will alone make that pillow easy in death—peace with God 
through Jesus Christ, peace through the reconciliation, peace through the 
blood of sprinkling, "the peace of God which passes all understanding." Many 
covet great things, high things. But what said the Lord to Baruch? "And seekest 
thou great things for thyself? seek them not." Ministers often seek great gifts, 
great eloquence, great knowledge of mysteries, great congregations, great 
popularity and influence. They are wrong in seeking these so-called great 
things. Let them rather seek real things, gracious things, things that will make 
their souls blessed here and hereafter. The blessing that the gracious soul most 
earnestly covets is peace; for this is the sweetest honey-drop in God's cup. It is 
true that it does not make the heart overflow like joy, nor to dance with 
exultation like the first beaming in of the rays of hope, nor melt it down like the 
visits of love; but it is in some respects sweeter than all, because it so settles 
down the soul into sweet assurance; it is the realisation of the Saviour Himself, 
for "He is our peace," and may thus be called the crowning blessing.  
 
J. C. Philpot 

Prayer / Thanksgiving / Requests 
 
o for a blessing upon the Impact Bible Conference in Hastings. 

 
Notices 

 
o Psalter for the children: 325:2 
o This Sunday: 

• Elder led service 
• Prayer Fellowship before the evening service 

o Tuesday 2 June: Ladies Bible study at Josje’s place, 9.30am 
o Wednesday 3 June:  

• Ladies Bible study in church, 9.30am 

• Evening Bible study in church, 7.30pm 
o Sunday 7 June:  

• Elder led services  
• Fellowship after the morning service 

 
Youth Progressive Dinner 
We are planning a Progressive Dinner for the youth on the 3rd of July and are 
looking for hosts for two time slots this year: 6:00–7:30pm for dinner and 8:00–
9:30pm for dessert. If you are interested in hosting for one of these times, 
please contact Megan at 02102483387.  



 
 

Future Dates, Lord willing 
 
Tuesday 2 June:   Catechism Class Year 11-13 
Sunday 7 June  Elder led services 
17 June, 1 July  Leadership Course 
Wednesday 24 June  Topic on Covenant Theology 
Saturday 4 July  Annual Choir Performance 
 

 
 


